
MEMORIES FROM THE QUARTER 

We opened Rennies Seaside Modern back in 2005 when the Creative Quarter  Folkestone 

was still a twinkle on the horizon. 

The ancient cobbled Old High Street had the charm of St Ives.  Press cuttings from the 1960s 

showed a vibrant and colourful street that Sir Hugh Casson dubbed the ‘Casbah’. 

Fortunes declined and by the time we came here, the street was a bit lacklustre. 

There were a few excellent local shops though, namely Tribes and the Tattoo Shop, 

who are still here, The Moon Palace run by Graham and Rose Fenton and a Marxist 

bookshop at no.45 run by Nick Spurrier, who was just selling up. Nick mistrusted us at first, 

and later became friends, as DFLs who would last 5 minutes…..and here we are 20 years on. 

There was also still a ‘wet’ fish shop and of course an off-license.  The rock shop was a huge 

pull to town, as the magic of seeing seaside rock rolled and stretched into shape was 

wonderful.  (We had our own pieces of rock made for friends and customers by Rowlands, 

and the labels bore facsimile poster designs.) 

On a cold winter’s evening, it was bleak – the Earl Grey pub was rough, and some bloody 

battles were witnessed, as the squaddies came to town for a ruckus. 

About the same time we re-located our Bloomsbury vintage shop to Folkestone, 

Shane Record opened his gallery.  Strange Cargo soon appeared at the top of the hill. 

The art community was beginning. 

The Creative Quarter as the foody haven it is now becoming, started with no.11 The Old 

High Street.  We organised a casual get together with the few arty types who we met 

And became friends with, which we hoped would be a regular event.  Then Tom came with 

his serious attention to proper barrista coffee, which remained unbeatable.  In the front of 



his café, George from Hot Salvation set up his turntable and his amazing business venture 

started there.  And don’t forget Matt Rowe’s B&B project in Tontine Street.  Matt has 

been documenting Folkestone since the beginning  as well as the odd bit of pottery and 

folkesy event!

The Creative Quarter, rented out unusually shaped small units, and this has provided a 

fantastic starting ground for many creative ventures.  Some of the success stories are 

quietly getting on with it on upper levels of the Old High Street such as Fat Hen & Flo, 

Folkestone Yarns and others too. 

Now there is an amazing community of creative retail outlets, which is making Folkestone’s 

Creative Quarter a destination.  We have noticed an increase in visitors from abroad,  

and from London too,  as well as other towns in Kent, thanks to excellent transport links. 

When we were first here, Paul organised a series of free to attend lectures in the 

Glassworks.  It was fun. 

Then came the excitement of the Art Triennials – wow – this really put Folkestone on the 

map.  We were honoured to be on the fringe! 

One more memory – which is personal for Karen, was the opening of the harbour arm 

In 2006.  She was allowed to have a 60th birthday party on the length of the arm, with Follies 

catering, Dulcie-May singing, Astrid Goldsmith showing animated films in a sheltered spot! 

Now the harbour arm is bustling and busy. 

Our own shop at no.47 The Old High Street has a colourful history, which can be seen on our 

webpage http://www.rennart.co.uk/aboutshop.html 

During the 20 years of the CF, our shopfront has undergone 3 colour changes from Arsenic 

Green to Pigeon Grey to Salmon Pink! 

Paul and Karen Rennie are very proud to be associated with the Creative Quarter and its 

transformation.  Hurrah! 



UPDATE – SUMMER 2023 

OUT OF PLACE – OUT OF TIME?  

When we first opened Rennies Seaside Modern in The Old High Street in 2005 

we chose it as we loved the charm of the windy cobbled street with its mix of 

traditional seaside fare such as the Rock Shop and its link to the fishing community 

with its wet fish shop.  Other shops included the much loved Moon Palace run by lovely  

Graham and Rose Fenton, Tribes, the joke shop and the Tattoo Shop, a really good mix. 

(Our first letterhead stated that we could be found between the Rock Shop and the Tattoo  

shop.) 

We were less keen on the hardcore pub The Earl Grey up the hill  

where the squaddies would regularly turn out for a blood spattered rumble at the weekend. 

We were seen by our bookshop neighbour Nick Spurrier as ‘outriders of gentrification’. 

We did not really know about Roger de Haan’s plans at all, we just saw it as a perfect  

place to settle. 

Many of the shops, galleries, bars, artists are only here now as a result of Roger de Haan’s 

vision for the town.  The Triennial’s have put Folkestone on the map.   

We are the gentrifiers for what it’s worth! 

Well, here we are Summer 2023 and the plans for the final development of the harbour arm 

have been revealed. 

Gosh, quite a display! Quite a response from the town! 

This development of the carparking area was always part of the plan. 

Was it envisaged to be so BIG so dense?   

On the plus side the designs are certainly interesting and will be well built for sure. 



The luxury flats on the beach look good, so we are confident that the build  

will be an excellent standard.  

Obviously, this will not appear fully formed overnight.  It may take many years 

and many a ‘twist twixt cup and lip’. 

But it has planning permission and the council are thrilled to have the money coming  

into the town that they have woefully neglected over the years we have been here. 

There is no doubt that this massive and dense ‘city scape’ development feels out of touch 

with the present time.  

We trust that the time it will take to be built will involve many changes to the original  

concept thus presented. 

In the meantime, The Grand Burstin must be glowing in its new ‘heritage’ status  ; ) 

Meanwhile, we mourn the demise of WILKOS in the centre of town and are desperate to 

see the old DEBENHAMS  building repurposed as a 10-pin bowling alley or an art school 

or anything rather than crumbling away. The Council has not been very active in finding 

new investors to the town over the years.  Community assets like the public library are 

also closed.

On a positive note... the NEWER ADDITIONS that are bringing energy to the town include 

the Folkestone Bookshop and events venue 20th Century Speedway and the Folkestone 

Art Hub.  Arts Film and Music festivals are happening in Folkestone all the time now  - it 

is hard to keep up!!!

WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT????
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